The church and its village

Built between 1854 and 1856, at the time of the establishment
of the parish, the church of Warmifontaine is dedicated to
Saint Martin. It replaced an earlier chapel built in 1689, which
depended on the parish of Montplainchamps.

However, the most important devotion in the village is to Saint
Barbara, the patron saint, among others, of miners. On her
feast day, a statue of the saint was carried through the village.
After the mass in her honour, a meal was served to the slate
quarry workers, who were given the day off for the occasion. A
statue of the saint stood at the entrance of the shaft bearing
her name. Workers would make the sign of the cross before
descending into the slate quarry shaft.

Saint Martin gave his name to another, secondary shaft of the
slate quarries located on the heights of the village at a place
called “Le Plane”, which was operated for a few years at the
beginning of the 20th century.

In 1912, when a gallery of the slate quarries collapsed, fears
arose for the church. Cracks appeared in the paving. After
some repairs, the danger passed, and the church still stanc
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